
Dear Letters Editor 
 
As a civil rights attorney familiar with the facts of the Nestora Salgado case, I 
would like to point out that it is not appropriate to use the term vigilante to 
describe her or her organization. As the AP article does acknowledge, Guerrero 
state law (and the Mexican Constitution) authorize indigenous peoples to form 
their own police forces in their communities. Far from operating outside the law, 
the community police officers under Salgado supervision were armed and trained 
with the help of the governor of her state. He withdrew his support only after 
Salgado disclosed widespread corruption and abuse of power by local and state 
politicians and attempted to enforce the laws even-handedly without regard to 
political connections or financial status. 
 
Lacking any credible evidence to hold Salgado in jail, Mexican authorities resort 
to misusing terms like "vigilante" to discredit the much more effective job she and 
other local community police have done to stem the flow of crime and violence in 
some of the poorest towns and villages in Mexico. Meanwhile the real vigilantes 
are the federal and state troops and police who are engaged in a reign of terror 
against activists like Salgado. 
 
 
Fred Hyde 
2940 36th Ave S 
Seattle, WA 98144 
206-854-9057 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Dear Editor, 
 
The Associated Press story on Nestora Salgado ("Family pushes for release of 
woman detained in Mexico") contains contradictory claims. It states she led a 
"vigilante police force," while also pointing out that "Under state law, indigenous 
communities such as her hometown of Olinalá are allowed to form such forces." 
The definition of vigilante in the Webster's Dictionary is "any individual who acts 
outside legal authority...to punish or avenge  a crime, right or perceived wrong, 
etc." Ms. Salgado had the legal authority to make arrests. and, in fact, the 
governor of Guerrero initially provided arms and training to community police. 
Ms. Salgado and the indigenous rights movement only became "vigilantes" in the 
eyes of the Mexican government when they challenged the existing order while 
practicing the uncorrupted exercise of the law. Calling this movement and Ms. 
Salgado "vigilantes" is simply an attempt to discredit them. In future articles, it 
would be important to note that the Mexican Constitution also grants indigenous 
peoples the right to form community police.  
 
Sincerely, 
Guerry Hoddersen 
4710 University Way NE #100 
Seattle, WA 98105 


