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Superintendent Donald Evans 
Board of Education Members 
Berkeley Unified School District 
2020 Bonar Street 
Berkeley, CA 94702 
 
Via email: superintendent@berkeley.net 

boardofed@berkeley.net 
 
Dear Superintendent Evans and members of the Board of Education, 
 

On behalf of the Freedom Socialist Party (FSP), we stand in support of King Middle 
School teacher Ms. Yvette Felarca. We demand that the Berkeley Unified School District 
(BUSD) immediately drop all disciplinary measures, termination threats, and penalties against 
her. During our 50-year existence, we have prioritized the fight against the fascists because of 
their attempts to destroy democracy and solidarity among working people. It is a tragedy that we 
now have to battle the BUSD because you have chosen to reprimand and threaten Ms. Felarca 
for her off-the-job actions to protest the Nazis. 

The District has reacted without full information about what happened at the Nazi rally in 
Sacramento. Members of FSP were there, along with hundreds of concerned community 
members. Together we formed a multi-racial counter-protest to white supremacist bigotry in the 
state capital. Ours was a peaceful demonstration until the police took the offensive against us by 
shooting off tear gas and pepper spray even before the Nazis showed up. And when they did 
arrive, the police allowed the armed skinheads into our crowd.  Innocent people were stabbed by 
the Nazis, including Ms. Felarca, all with police complicity. Given that the police emboldened 
the handful of bigots, the anti-Nazi protesters had every right to self-defense. 

And now, in an ugly Orwellian twist, you are misguidedly blaming Ms. Felarca, a woman 
of color educator who was a victim of violence by the neo-Nazis. The targets of racist, sexist, 
homophobic, anti-immigrant, anti-Muslim and anti-Semitic bigotry have the right to defend 
ourselves from fascists and from violence. This is the case with Ms. Felarca. What kind of 
message are you giving to Berkeley’s diverse student body? BUSD is setting a terrible example 
by jumping to conclusions without the facts, by pandering to a minority far-right criticism, and 
by failing to understand the threat of fascism and the fundamental right to self-defense against 
xenophobic thugs. 

As the United States grows increasingly polarized during a presidential race with Donald 
Trump, a reactionary billionaire demagogue, as one of two horribly inadequate choices facing 
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working people, it behooves us to remember history at this crucial moment. The rise to power of 
the fascists in Germany was done with the consent of a majority of the people who elected Hitler 
because they failed to understand the Nazi threat. That is why these protests—whether against 
Trump’s bigotry, against the KKK and the confederate flag, or against the murderous actions of 
an emboldened racist ultra-right and brutal police who protect them—are so important.  

On the crucial issues of free speech and freedom of assembly, rights which our party has 
successfully defended numerous times, and which were raised in the petition pressuring the 
District to fire Ms. Felarca: workers have the right to freedom of political expression off the job. 
We don't live under fascism yet, where this political expression would be banned. When public 
worker unionists are under attack by Klan-types in suites and sheets, Ms. Felarca also has the 
right to counter-demonstrate in defense of working people.  

The District’s red-baiting and blaming of a respected woman of color teacher who was 
injured by a violent right-wing fascist is unacceptable. Bay Area Freedom Socialist Party joins 
workers, parents, youth, students and oppressed communities in standing united with Ms. 
Felarca. We look forward to swift and just resolution in her favor, including an apology for the 
witch hunt and intimidation she has endured. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Luma Nichol 
Luma Nichol 
Organizer, Bay Area Freedom Socialist Party 
 
For more information, visit  http://www.bamn.com/defendfelarca . 

-2- 


