
EDITED AND WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY

Y0LANDA AIANIz 8t
N!LLII WoN

Red Letter Press e,e Seattle



© 1999 by Red Letter Press

409 Maynard Avenue South, Suite 201

Seattle, WA 98104 • (206) 682-0990

RedLetterPress@juno.com
All rights reserved

Printed in the United States of America

First Edition. 1999

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Voices of color I

edited and with an introduction by

Yolanda Alaniz & Nellie Wong.—lst ed.

p. cm.
Includes index.

ISBN 0-932323-05-7 (pbk.)

1. Minorities—United States—Social conditions.

2. Minorities—United States-.--Political activity.

3. Minority women—United States.

4. Feminism—United States.

I. Alaniz, Yolanda, 1950- . II. Wong, Nellie.
E184.A1V7 1998

305.800973—DC21 98-21193

Book design: Susan McDonald

Cover design: Helen Gilbert

Cover photo: University of California students demonstrate in

defense of affirmative action on July 20, 1995 in San Francisco.

Photo by Rick Gerharter © 1995, Impact Visuals.

Articles reprinted by permission of the Freedom Socialist

newspaper, which commissioned their writing.
“You were born” @1995 by Nellie Wong,

reprinted by permission of the author.

Sources of border designs:

Ziva Amir, Arabesque: Decorative Needleworkfrom the Holy Land.

W. & G. Audsley, Designs and Patterns from Historic Ornament.

Jorge Enciso, Design Motifs ofAncient Mexico.

Frances Paul, Spruce Root Basketry of the Alaska TlingeL

Geoffrey Williams, African Designsfrom Traditional Sources.



?W4 WA ; r-WA r?;-’zA P’V4 r;-;r-A .

h%::%:

NAFTA: Tn-country genocide
against indigenous people•

1994

by Ann Rogers

O New Year’s Day this year, the Mayas of Chiapas,
Mexico, rebelled against the North American Free
Trade Agreement. Why? Because its “free trade”

policies threaten the inherent rights of the indigenous
nations of Mexico, the U.S. and Canada to control their
lands and destiny.

NAFTA provides multinational corporations with yet
one more weapon in their genocidal war against Native
Americans—a tool to abrogate treaties, negate sover
eignty, and steal resources necessary for Indian survival.

A aimed by big business
NAFTA was constructed by multinationals and passed

into law with the blessing of Republican George Bush and
the signature of the “liberal” Democrat Bill Clinton.

It can supersede any Native, federal, or local protec
tions that hinder business’s freedom to exploit labor,
resources, and markets.

One example of how this will work was demonstrated
in 1991 under the rules of the General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GAiT, a global pact similar to NAFTA).
U.S. environmentalists had succeeded in getting a law

passed to ban tuna imports from countries that killed

more than 20,000 dolphins annually during tuna catches.
Mexico challenged this law as an “illegal restriction on
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trade,” and an international GATT panel ruled in
Mexico’s favor.

NAFTA’s provisions, designed without input from
indigenous peoples, directly conflict with the responsibility
the U.S. government has to protect tribal lands and
resources.

The legal codes that ensure Native rights to territory
and self-governance will be deemed barriers to foreign
corporate investment, just as Laws protecting labor and the
environment will be, so that mega-companies can appro
priate Native lands and the minerals they contain. Like
GATT, NAFTA sets up an “independent” tribunal that will
decide if a law inhibits free trade.

NAFTA allows multinationals to cross borders unham
pered. But it does nothing about racist immigration laws
that block indigenous people from following these corpo
rations in search of jobs. It has nothing to say about
granting free access across dividing lines to people who
belong to Native nations split by the borders of the U.S.
with Mexico and Canada, such as the Mohawk and the
Colville-Okanagan.

“Free trade” expands the international freedom of
capital and the slavery of labor.

Legal theft of Native resources and land
In recent years, Native Americans have succeeded in

reclaiming many of their treaty rights. For example, in the
U.S., the Puyallup tribe won alarge claim to tidal areas in
Washington State that big businesses had stolen from the
Indians decades ago and intensively developed.

NAFTA will make it much harder for indigenous
people to win these land claims.

In anticipation of the pact’s ratification, former
President Salinas of Mexico gutted Article 27 of the
country’s constitution, abolishing the ancient territorial
rights and the ejidos (communal lands) of the Mayas. This
paved the way for non-Native speculators to grab these

valuable properties for large cattle, timber, and farming
operations, and it forced many of the peasants who were
thrown off their lands into the cities, to become a desper
ate source of
cheap labor.

The Free
Trade Agree-
ment between
the U.S. and
Canada, a NAFTA predecessor in effect since 1988, gave
the U.S. access to Canadian water and electricity. Now,
under NAFTA, Canada cannot reduce the amount of these
products it exports to the U.S. unless it reduces its domestic
consumption by the same percentage.

To supply multinational aluminum industries in
Canada and maintain exports to the U.S., hydroelectric
projects involving massive dam systems have been built
on Native lands in Canada, destroying Native homelands
and hunting and fishing resources.

In Québec, the James Bay project has made the tradi
tional Cree and Inuit ways of life impossible, threatening
their survival. In British Columbia, the Kemano project
has flooded traditional homelands of the Carrier and
Cheslatta nations and reduced the Nechako river to a
trickle, devastating the dwindling salmon population.

Organizing to stop the assaults
Indigenous peoples are fighting these free-trade-

inspired projects, just as they have fought land theft and
treaty sabotage for centuries. Many of the affected tribes
are currently organizing international protests of the
recent round of betrayals.

NAFTA itself was vehemently denounced by many
Native organizations (such as the American Indian Move-
ment and the Continental Commission of Indigenous
Nations, Organizations and Peoples) as a clear giveaway
of indigenous self-determination by the three North

“Free frade’ expands the in-
ternational freedom of capital
and the slavery of labor.
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American governments.
But indigenous people by themselves cannot stop

NAFTA, any more than the trade unions or environmen
talists can. The separate groups harmed by the North
American Free Trade Agreement—Native peoples, labor,
and ecologists—must come together across national
borders to organize as one. We have common goals that
can be realized only in an international united front
against our common enemy, international big business.
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