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You were born
1997

by Nellie Wong

You were born, sweet child,
from sweat and tears
from blood that flowed
through our veins

You came out of disability
out of skin and teeth
and bones and rage
at inequities
of race, gender, class

You walked out into the sun
with the ferociousness
of a tiger
You teethed in Selma, Little Rock,
in the Third World Strikes
out of free speech
and Blacks who refused
to sit any longer
at the back of the bus

You came in different sizes and shapes,
heights, skin tones
You were hanged, gunned down,
chased out of town, murdered,
sold, put on the auction block

But your humanity shone through
the voices of the Fannie Lou Hamers,
Robert Williamses, Ella Bakers,
and countless unknowns,
the Browns, Yellows, Reds, and Whites
who fought alongside you
who saw a vision of this life,
on earth, on the plains, valleys,
through rivers and forests
and urban sprawls

You were not born
with a silver spoon in your mouth
You came, encumbered with years
of slavery, exploitation
in classrooms, offices,
locker rooms, construction sites

You will walk upright,
across this America
this land where opportunities
are supposed to be available
You will not die
We won’t let you
we, with pens in our hands,
we, with energy in our whole bodies,
we, who fought for you and with you,
No, you will not die
You will live and see
that freedom rings
for you are our blood, our passion,
Affirmative Action,
that flows through the maps
of our bodies, of our desire
that vibrates for that epitome,
that coveted prize: freedom
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